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Page One: Trains 87 and
Money matters

Wasn't that a party?

Whether or not you could attend Trains 87, you are
o doubt aware by now that it was a terrific success,
with attendance up over 60% from last year. Action
at the gate was almost frantic at times as ticket sell-
ing teams tried to dole out the correct number of ad-
missions, point out the promotional literature and
popular vote ballots, stamp hands for re-entry, nab
starry-eyed (or possibly just cheap) visitors who
waltzed obliviously past, and answer scores of
questions from folks who apparently figured they
weren't quite busy enough! The editor's award for
sheer endurance goes to Marion Madsen and
Brian Clogg, who held the fort most of the day.

Various local hobby stores, railways, and the good
folks who run the Skytrain responded with unpre-
cedented generosity to the call for door prizes, a
aumber of which were worth over $50. As a new
addition to the Trains format, it will probably pay
even more dividends in attendance next year as peo-
ple recall all the great prizes handed out.

If you've been a member of the 7th for a few years,
you've probably noticed new names cropping up,
often in connection with a new venture such as the
layout registry. This year, veteran event co-
ordinator Cyril Meadows handed over the reins to
Scott Calvert, to whom a vote of appreciation is
due for his superb organization of Trains 87. An
auspicious start in his new capacity, we think you'll
agree.

We were pleased to come across Phil Strange,
down from Kamloops at least in part for the show.
Phil is one of the Interior folks active in events like
the Spring Meet, and although not a Division mem-
ber (yet!), is clearly interested in sorting out some of
the timeworn complaints and misgivings that cloud
efforts to involve more inland modellers. He was
armed with his video camera camera on Sunday, and
will by now have presumably given some up-
country people who couldn't make it down a chance
to see what Trains was like. Phil also kindly offered
his video record of the proceedings at the Eugene
National for our use, so we may be able to present a
look at that event some upcoming Second Sunday.

There can be no denying that model railroading is a
potentially expensive hobby, and thus it it only fol-
lows that it can be a source of conflict between
spouses. What else could claim the title of most
overworked theme in model railroading magazine
cartoons? Stereotypes generally have some roots in
truth, or, at least, perceived truth, and most of the
long-time hobbyists around town can probably even
recollect a divorce or two which arose in part from
differing perceptions on the essentiality of a brass
locomotive.

In truth, the attitudes wives and covivants (possibly
some husbands, but allow us that shorthand) have
toward the hobby and its attendent costs range all the
way from enthusiastic encouragement through indif-
ference to outright hostility. From behind the store
counter we have dealt with both a man who request-
ed a fake under-valued sales slip for his handful of
freight cars in order to mollify his wife, and one
who casually peeled four 100-dollar bills from his
wallet when shown a brass electric locomotive as a
joking response to his question "What's new?", his
wife browsing books right behind him all the while.

Certainly, one's disposable income is going to in-
fluence attitudes to a large degree, but it 1s somewhat
startling to the objective (and possibly naiive) bache-
lor is to see how many men literally go begging to
the family finance manager for an extra twenty to
cover some Kadee couplers and a sheet of decals.
Much of it contains an element of good-natured kid-
ding, but by no means does all. Some wives are
clearly unhappy about where the money is going.
Argue as one might that it is cheaper than, say, own-
ing and mooring a hobby sailboat, the fact remains
that most people will accept the idea of paying
$20,000 for a boat plus monthly fees far more readi-
ly than they will a $5,000 railway empire and a $50
a month hobby store habit. It's ironic, but neverthe-
less true, that what is often touted as a family-
oriented hobby can create various degrees of resent-
ment between spouses.

Is there a solution for people caught in this kind of
bind? Is it a matter of financial planning and an
agreed-upon "allowance", whoever may be control-
ling the family pursestrings? Can mates who merely
tolerate the hobby be brought into it and converted to
enthusiasts? Are most of the "long-suffering" hus-
bands in fact spendthrifts? We won't presume to
make suggestions here, but instead invite you, both
husbands and wives, to send in your observations,
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opinions, or advice to the BB. If you wish to re-
main anonymous, that is no problem. We'll publish
at least part of every letter we receive on the subject.
If you are fortunate enough to have a mate who
shares your enjoyment of model railroading, don't
just shake your head in disbelief; write us instead.
Someone might really appreciate it! i

i

Official logo designed

For years, the Seventh Division has had a logotype
concept, but no master artwork for use in all applica-
tions, particularly when a large image has been
needed for signs, banners, decorations, and the like.
Thus, the familiar image of the steam locomotive
coming towards you, its exhaust forming a large
"7", has appeared in variety of forms over the years.
Now, a standard version has received the tentative
approval of the Standing Committee, and following
a minor lettering change included in the final design
shown here, it should be formally adopted at the
January meeting.

Anyone involved in the production of Division mate-
rials on which the logotype is to be reproduced
should contact either the Standing Committee or Phil
Magnall, who is responsible for the design, for a
copy of the original artwork.

Workshop Words

Carl Sparks

Our January 10 Workshop will consist of tabletop
clinics with the new modeller in mind, although ex-
perienced hobbyists will also be able to pick up
some very useful pointers.

Clinics on the following subjects are planned:

Zip-texturing and rock molds A #HAE
KD coupler installation Dl
Tree making Toh~
Module construction (RAG
Basic benchwork Jorat 6
Car kit construction pDAUG
Building structures

Wiring

Track planning Pl

Applying dry transfers / weathering techniques

As you can see, something for everyone has been
planned!

February 42 will be the 7th Division's Annual Swap
Meet. Bring the items you can no longer use, be-
cause they are probably exactly what someone else
is looking for. To make it fair for everyone, only
sellers will be admitted prior to opening time.

As usual, both events will be held in the Oakridge
Auditorium, starting at 1:00 PM.

Division's video library
now operational
Carl Sparks

The 7th Division Video Library is alive and well!

The following tapes are now available to Division
members and associates:

1. Warehouse on Wheels Operation of a railway
yard

2. SD40-2s in the Canadian Rockies
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3. Contintal Divide, a winter's journey

4. BC Rail titles: Travel the BC Railway and Rails to
Romance

5. BC Rail Titles:

Mile 63.5, Seton Recovery; 995 Days; Road to the
Cariboo

6.Car! Sparks tapes:

The Grand Parade of Steam (STEAMEXPO),
STEAMEXPO site; 6060 in the Canyon; Miniature
Parade of Steam

7. Carl Sparks: Steam in Britain

8. Carl Sparks: 7th Division Layouts

9. CN 6060: Freight to Vancouver

10. Snowplows with CN F-7s

11, VIA F-units in the Rockies

12. BCR Steam, #2860 & #3716

13. F Units, Winter in Canada

There is no charge for borrowing the tapes, but they
are available only to 7th Division members
and associates.

If you would like to borrow any of these tapes,
please contact:

Carl Sparks
3956 Hertford St.
Burnaby, B.C. V535G 2R4

(604) 433-5583
N TR

~rom the
Superintendent's
Desk

Let me continue my introduction of your Standing
Committee.

,\'Our hardworking secretary is Mary Ann

Kelleway, who looks after paperwork such as

typing minutes and correspondence. She is ably as-
sisted by her husband Doug, a long-time member
of the Commiittee.

Dick Sutcliffe looks after our advertising through
handouts, notices in the hobby shops, and the me-
dia. Scott Calvert has just taken over show and
convention co-ordination duties from Cyril
Meadows, who has handled the chores for approx-
imately 20 years! (Thanks and well done, Cyril.)

Phil Magnall needs no introduction. He is our
able Bulletin Board editor and has done a fantastic
job in the last four years,

Carol O'Dell is our membership co-ordinator.
You can send your renewals, both NMRA and
PNR, to her, and save the hassle of remitting to the
USA.

Steve Stark is the Committee's only lawyer, and
naturally, our legal advisor. He puts in a good deal
of time representing our interests at all levels of the
NMRA and government.

The rest of the members have no specific position or
job but willingly pitch in anywhere they can help,
On the Lower Mainland, this includes Tom
Beaton, John Fysh, John Green, Dave
Love, Hank Menkveld, John Moore, Brian
Morgan, Norm Starr, and Craig McCulloch,
We aslo have one honorary life member in Fraser
Wilson. Qut-of-town members are Brian
Freemantle of Nelson, Pat Quain of Vernon,
Ken Vere of Kamloops, and Ken Rutherford of
Port Alberni.

The Standing Committee is a dedicated bunch, and I
hope you will support them by taking part in the var-
ious activities on which its members spend so much
time.

Our Trains 87 Show was a tremendous success, and -
I want to thank all who participated, especialty
Greg Kennelly, Scott Calvert, John Fysh,
Phil Magnall, Brian Morgan, Craig McCul-
loch, and Dick Sutcliffe, who were instrumen-
tal in planning and overseeing the show. Thanks
also to Bente Beaton, our faithful coffee and cake

girl.

Well, that's it for now. A very happy New Year to
you all.

Gordie
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Thank you for your November Page One. Crystal
ball contests are fun because you never know the
winner until long after the game has been forgotten!

Let me cross swords as follows:

You suggest that N scale and modular railroading
will grow because of the trend toward smaller
homes and apartments. I think you have your de-
mographics backwards - a look at construction sta-
tistics and a perusal of the Lower Mainland will
show that many of today's young marrieds are mov-
ing into houses two or three times the size of a gen-
eration or so ago. Given all that space (and smaller
families), the scale of choice has to be HO (which is
what we said - Ed.) with its better availability,
broader choice, and, in the train set category, better
reliability.

Conversly, the people moving into apartments and
smaller homes are the empty nesters and newly re-
tired, very few of whom will take up the hobby be-
cause the "industry" has, strangely, has ignored an
obvious target of people with lots of time and, often,
disposable income.

You further suggest that scratchbuilding will decline
and you are probably right - at least in respect to rol-
ling stock. Who wants to scratchbuild an N scale
loco after seeing what Kato-san produces?

Structures may well be a different story. Kit prices
are rising well beyond the point of diminishing re-
turns, and for reasons that cannot be explained sole-
ly by exchange rates or normal inflation. A kit I
bought two years ago for $4.98 is now on the
shelves at $16.80. Bits of material in boxes the size
of cigarette packs are priced in double digit figures.

The value is so obviously not there that I predict
scratchbuilding will increase. Anyone who can do a
reasonable job on a kit has the talent to scratchbuild,
and rising kit prices will give them the nerve to try.

L . Ty

How about comparing notes (say December, 2003)
to see whose crystal ball was the least murky?

Jim Stevens

Sure. Shall we say 1:00 PM on the 15th, at the
Broadway White Spot? - Ed.

The NMRA membership will be asked to vote on,
among other things, proposed modular standards for
all scales in 1988. While I applaud the efforts of
those involved in preparing these standards, I am
extremely concerned with those pertaining to N
scale, and in particular, MRP-1. The proposed stan-
dards for maximum mainline grade of 3% and mini-
mum main radius of 17 inches are nor NTrak stan-
dards. NTrak has no grades on the mainline and has
a mainline radius of 22 inches. Further, there is no
reference to that fact in the proposed standards.

Should these recommendations be accepted, no
NTrak modules would conform to NMRA stan-
dards. One of the major drawing cards of National,
Regional, and Divisional conventions for the last 13
years of the NTrak layout would not meet NMRA
standards. If these proposals are adopted, the ma-
jority of NTrak members may either decline to re-
new their NMRA membership or not apply for
membership on the basis that the Organization and,
in particular, its modular standards, have no rele-
vence. It seems pointless to accept standards that
the majority of people to whom the standards are di-
rected will ignore. The NMRA cannot afford to ali-
enate such a large section of the model railroading
community.

As one who has been involved with NTrak since
participating in the NTrak layout at the 1974 conven-
tion in San Diego, I am opposed to the adoption of
the proposed N scale modular standards. They
should be defeated and replaced with the NTrak
standards.

The Seventh Division PNR endorses these com-
ments.

Steve Stark
Director, Seventh Division, PNR
(Life Member)

As a fellow NTrak member, your editor agrees with



Steve's sentiments. There is also the very real pos-
sibility that newcomers would blithely build mod-
ules to the new standards, if adopted, only to find
out later they could not partake in the many big
NTrak shows. The NTrak way is time-tested, its
grade and radius policies the result of long experi-
ence. As the man said: "If it ain't broke, don't fix it!
- Ed.

Figures tell the story of
Trains 87

A quick look at the vital statistics generated by
Trains 87 gives an indication of how well the whole
show came off. Instead of the 1100 to 1200 visi-
tors seen in recent years, the offictal attendance was
1919, which broke down into 1098 adult, 345 child
or senior, 100 family, and 53 PNR/NMRA admis-

sions.

There were no less than 28 commercial and 34 dis-
play tables present, with some latecomers actually
having to be turned away. Larger premises are defi-
nitely in order for next year.

There were 12 separate donors of door prizes whom
we would like to acknowledge here:

CP Rail
CN Rail
BCRail
BC Safety Council
BC Transit
Ambleside Hobbies
Pacific N Scale
Railway World
Van Hobbies
Gary's Train Centre
Creative Hobbycraft
Tom Beaton

If you weren't around for the awarding of the four
"Most Popular” plaques, the winners were:

Train: Brian Morgan's N scale switcher cut
Display: the TraiN Gang's NTrak layout
Model: Tom Beaton's O scale store

Photo: John Green's shot of CPR #1208

Just a reminder dept.

Yes, I know that the Spring Meet is still a few
months away, but it is not too early to give some
thought to nominating a deserving person for the
Ross Heriot Gold Spike Award. In a Division as
large as ours, with so many active members in the
Interior, on the Island, and on the coast, it should
not be difficult to come up with a name. If you
know of a member of the 7th Division you would
like to nominate, send me a brief letter stating why
you feel he or she should be the next recipient of the
Gold Spike.

Hank Menkveld
Co-ordinator, Ross Heriot Gold Spike Award
10689 McSween Road, RR #3
Chilliwack, B.C.
V2P 6HS

CP Rail introduces '2nd

generation' unit train
Phil Magnall

A revolutionary new unit coal train design planned
by CP Rail challenges some basic assumptions
about the operation of long trains. Using basically
“off the shelf" technology, the new trains will con-
sist of 120 hoppers with three radio-controlled loco-
motives spliced into the consist every 30 cars. A
single 3,000 horsepower unit on the front will con-
trol the nine slaves for a total of ten engines. Self-
steering trucks, such as are found on Vancouver's
Skytrain, will be installed on each car to increase
wheel life approximately threefold to one million ki-
lometres before regrinding is required.

This longer wheel life will allow CP to dispense
with use of the thick rims found on standard wheels
which allow for several re-turnings, thus saving
some 450 kg, or one-half ton, of weight per car. A
like reduction in weight will come from the use of
rigid drawbars in place of couplers between cars,
which will be permanently joined in 10-car blocks.
It is felt that with adequate power, the 40 feet of
slack that would normally occur in a train of this
length is unnecessary. It has long been conventional
wisdom that slack allows an engine to slowly pick
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up the load when starting, but it also means that cars | *An HO raffle layout was begun in April. The hard-
at the rear of the train endure a lot of abuse when | shell landforms are now ready for paint. All our raf-
they suddenly decelerate or accelerate as the slack | fle layouts take longer to build than we expect.

runs in or out.
"In May we suggested to Terrace Travel Lid. that
our club could hold a raffle, having a VIA Rail train
ride as the prize. A return trip to Edmonton and its
e famous mall was proposed. The project has...been
approved. We will build a small N-scale layout with
Sheesh! dept. a VIA Rail train running on it, for display in Skeena
Mall."

Source: The Province, November 10, 1987, p.62 "CP Rail
plans...", Mark Wilson .

Further proof that some people read only the Timeta- | Unfortunately for the SVMRA, its club premises,
ble: several SC members inform us they were | where they have enjoyed free rent since 1985, are
phoned by people asking if there really was a mid- | being demolished (actually, it is probably gone by
week afternoon Workshop. Guys, I think you can | now), leaving them looking for a new place to re-
be pretty sure that if a Second Sunday Workshop is | build both HO and N layouts.

dated on anything but a Sunday, it's a misprint.

And if you'd only read the fripping column inside | We wish them luck, and we'll pass on any word of
your newsletter, you'd see the correct, and believa- | future developments.

ble, date,
r ™

C'mon, eh? Not yet a member?

R R A KnOW someone WhO ShOUId be?
Now is your opportunity

fo get in on the fun of

the 7iln Divisionmn

newsletter With the creation of 7th Division
Associate status, anyone can
Ken Haun, of the Skeena Valley Model Railroad As- try it OU.T .'Wf”'hOUT the expense of
sociation in Terrace, sent us a copy of that group's joining the NMRA

newsletter recently. This is an actuve group, some-
thing made all the more impressive by their relative | If you have never been a member of the 7th, or

News from the mighty
Skeena; Ken Haun sends us a

isolation and small number (16 members)! To ex- have not been for 5 years or more, you can

cerpt from the newsletter: enjoy all division level benefits such cs free
or reduced event admission, video library

“During the last year work continued on both the access, the Bullefin Board, and special

HO and N layouts. Three HO staging tracks were members-only events for up to two years -

laid in the shop, and all the block wiring was com- or, if you're one of our younger enthusiasts,

pleted...The first transistor throttle was built by until your 21st birthday as a Division

Dave Moffat...and worked perfectly the first time. Associate.

...Steve Lake built a second one. (Both are)the de-

sign described in the January 1986 issue of Mode! The cost ? Only $8 a year. When your

Railroader. allowable term is up, we hope you'll be

enthused encugh to become a reguiar

"On the N scale layout all the benchwork was com- member. See the membership form

pleted. By September, about 40% of the track was inside the front cover!

laid. ...The layout design includes 12 staging

tracks... - What a deaill

I | y
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COLOUR-CODED OPERATION ON YOUR RAILWAY

k of prepn’nfed arficlesh

(e fast of our old stoc George Carroll
For those of you who have not yet tried a more formal approach to operation, [ would like to suggest that
you consider the following reduction of a well-known system. This system, derived from the Ed
Ravenscroft "Colour Coded Tacks” method introduced in the 1960's, has many advantages including ease of
installation, no paperwork, and the capability to operate casually without having to ensure that everything
returns to its former position.
The basics of the system are: (1) a waybill which travels with the car, simultaneously giving a general
and specific destination; (2) a simplified method of identifying the destination. The waybill has a pre-
gummed label, such as produced by the Avery company. These labels come in a variety of sizes, shapes,
and colours, and are sticky on the backside. The label thus adheres to the car - any car, locomotive or
other item - and is ecasily removable without damaging the surface of the car. Spare labels can be held on
an order board. The second feature of the system, identification, is also an integral part of the label; the
label is coloured, and also carries a letter or number., A typical system would have each general
destination colour coded, and each switching location carrying the more specific letter or number. [t is
possible for an industry to have two separate codes. For example; a small layout with three distinct
switching locations (yard, larger centre, and smaller centre) might use yellow, pink, and green. Each
separate location would be designated Pink A, B, C, or Yellow 1, 2, 3. Assignment of cars to industries is
done via the order board. After a selection of the appropriate car for the location, the matching label is
placed on the car. Generally the label is removed at the end of an operation cycle. -‘When the car has no
label, it is free and can be assigned to a new location. The actual operation consists of matching
appropriate colours and letters on cars with the industries, It is easy to add extra tags to denote other
events:  extra movements of whole trains, hotboxes, deadheading motive power, passenger train switching
and so on. Should one want to operate casually, the cars can be moved around at random without
affecting any of the administration. In fact, a random re-distribution might just make the next operations
=more challenging!

ere are a number of advantages to this system.  First, one only needs to be barely literate and
reasonably colour sensitive to distinguish what goes where, Second, the labels are small enough to be
unobtrusive, yet are easily legible. Third, the labels remove easily leaving no defacing marks or glue;
neither are holes necessary. Fourth, any elements in the system can be altered without affecting any of
the other parts. e.g. additions or deletions of industries or rolling stock. Fifth, there is no paperwork to
maintain, and casual operation will not interfere in any way. Sixth, there is considerable opportunity to
develop special situations and random happenings for additional intrigue in the operation cycle.
If you are looking for a low technology, high reward system, the colour coding approach will offer the
rewards of easy installation and productive switching.

el

Model Railroad Dealer Directory | Hobby Shop a-Flors |-

H.O. & "N" GAUGE MODEL TRAINS. Ali Makes of Track,
: : Swilches, Cars, Accessones, REPAIR SERVICE.

{604) 5454300 24-HR. ANSWERING SERVICE RADIO CONTROL MODELS. Cars, Boals, Auplangs.

KRAFT AUTHORIZED DEALER & SERVICE CENTHE.
PLASTIC MODELS. AliMakes ol Cars, Boats, Arplanes, Trucks.
CRAFT SUPPLIES, Arrisl Materials, Cake Decoraling, Candy
QUAIN'S TRAINS giakmg, Candle Crall, Clock Works, Wood Caring, Crail

ouks, Coll Pans, Macrame, Tote Suppiies, Lamp Frames,

Wedding Supiries, Classes,

100% MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES CREATIVE HOBBYCRAFT STORES LTD.
Somemee 43 Sixth Street, New Wesiminsier, B.C. 525-6644
PAT QUAIN 2507 Coldstream Road (30th Street) 3038 Wesl Broadway, V:nl::‘or:.lsv:r. B.C. 7337114

VERNON, B. C. VIT 5G4

PAGIFIGC N SCALE

Quality N Scale Trains

837 WESTON STREET Dealers: contact our wholesale branch, C&S Scale Industries,
TED HOUGH COQUITLAM. B.C. V3 6Al at the above address

PHONE 936-1915
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January 10, 1987
7th Division Workshop: Beginners' tabletop clinics. See Workshop Words for details. Qakridge Auditori-
um, Oakridge Centre, 41st & Cambie, Vancouver. 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM

February 12, 1987

L

7th Division Workshop: Annual Swap Meet. Note: Sellers only before 1:00 PM. Time and location

as above.

March 6, 1987

"Rollin' Rails" Operating models railroads and equipment show. Frances Anderson Recreation Centre, 700
Main Street, Edmonds, Washington. Admission: $1.50 (under 12 free). 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Informa-

tion: Roger Ferris (206) 283-0637
May 20-22, 1988

Golden Rail ‘88: 6th Division Spring Meet in Calgary, Alberta. Full convention fare; contests, clinics, layout

tours, prototype tours, displays, etc. For information contact Bob Hadlow, 11 Edgeridge Way NW, Cal-

gary, AB T3A 4G8

APeil lffz ‘{%mb Meert| \Jerrow

AMBI FSIDE HOBGIES
1425Marine W.Van
) TN\

S

HOURS: Mon. - Sat 9:30 to 6:00, Fri. till 9:00
Sunday 12:00 to 4:00

- | Mr, & Mrs, Jirp Perinice
AT PHONE: 596-2834
J(}) N..:) )\J/ ; | ' e

SPECIALIST NEW & LQUx < ATHS

2 AT 3 fal a ) -
GUARANTEE SALES,SERVICE,PARTS & TZPAIRS
ATL CLD TOVZ % TRAT: COLLSCTIONS WAILITED,

We're moving!

ars
in one location,

Van Hobbies

is relocating to larger
premises 320 feet south at
43rd & Cambie!

[

Watch for our upcoming

Grand Opening Sale!

]

5894 Cambie Street,
Vancouver, B.C. V5Z 3A8
Telephone: (604) 327-3210




