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 Trains 2009
Trains 2009; Operating Sessions Offered 
Again This year!

One of the popular features of the annual 7th Division fall Trains meet is the 
opportunity for registrants to participate in an Operations Session at a local 
Greater Vancouver layout. These sessions last typically generally 3 hours 
and will  take place on Friday November 13th in the evening so they don’t 
conflict with the main events for the meet. 

We typically offer a choice of one of several layouts, all  of which have well 
established operations schemes developed specifically according to the 
hosts own interests. Depending on the extent on interest, we usually  have 3 
or 4 layouts to choose from. This is great chance to  participate in an actual 
operating session in a low key and very enjoyable environment. It  is also a 
good  forum to learn more about this interesting aspect of the hobby. Guest 

operators generally possess all  level of 
skills from novice to more advanced, 
however, one thing they all have in 
common is they all have FUN!

If you are interested, it is best to contact  me as soon as possible so we can 
ensure we can accommodate everyone and to make planning  the event as 
easy as possible for all involved. My email is; scottcalvert@shaw.ca 

Further information is provided on the Trains web site; www.bctrains.org
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GNRHS Convention 2009

Duluth, MN

Tom Carr

The 2009 convention of the Great Northern Railway Historical Society 
(GNRHS) was held  in  Duluth, MN from July 19th to 22nd.  Since it was a 
bit too far to drive this year Francina and I decided to do something neither 
of us had done for many years, take the train, in this case Amtrak’s Empire 
Builder.  While both of us had ridden inter-city passenger trains when  we 
were younger, this was the first time either of us had taken a long distance 

passenger train.  Anyone who says passenger train travel  in North America 
is dead should try a book a ticket, we booked our July trip in late January 
and some parts of the train were already sold out.

Not wanting to  rush our holiday we drove to  Seattle the day before our train 
trip, and made sure we arrived at historic King Street Station several hours 
before our scheduled 4:45 PM departure.  Amtrak staff are friendly  and 
efficient, we found our assigned sleeper roomette quickly and settled in for 
2-nights of train travel.  Food service on Amtrak is well organized and the 
food itself is surprisingly  good.  The trip to  Minneapolis was quite relaxing 
as we enjoyed the scenery along the old Greater Northern mainline through 
Washington, Idaho, Montana, North  Dakota and Minnesota.  Our arrival in 

Minneapolis at 8:10 AM was only one-hour later than scheduled, due to a 
stalled freight  train early in the trip.  Unfortunately the bus connector from 
Minneapolis to  Duluth left  something to be desired in terms of both  com-
fort and service, but we arrived in Duluth on time, and with all our luggage.     

The GNRHS convention itself was very well organized and gave us the 
opportunity to  visit not only the Duluth area, but also the Iron Range that 
has supplied iron ore to the US steel industry for so many years.  We ex-
plored former operations of the Great Northern and the Duluth, Missabe & 
Iron Range railroads, visited old and still operating iron ore mines, toured 
the ore loading docks in the Duluth/Superior harbour, and took part in the 
usual convention activities.  A particular highlight for myself was the op-

portunity to  drive Great Northern SD-45 #400 “Hustle Muscle,”  now 
owned by  the GNRHS and brought to Duluth for the convention from it’s 
permanent home at the Jackson Street Roundhouse in St. Paul.  “Hustle 
Muscle” pulled our dinner train from Duluth  to Two Harbors, MN on the 
Monday evening, and gave us all  the opportunity for a photo run past on 
the return trip.  Although probably not high on most people’s list of tourist 
destinations the Duluth, MN area is a very interesting place to visit; 
Francina and I are looking forward to a return trip. 

The convention was over all  too soon and it was time to head back to  Min-
neapolis for the return trip  to Seattle.  The Empire Builder left on time just 
after 11:00 PM and arrived in  Seattle an hour early just after 9:00 AM.  
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Former Great Northern Ore Loading Docks

In Duluth / Superior Harbour



Apart from some air conditioning problems in our car, which  the Amtrak 
crew was never quite able to fix, the trip home was relaxing and uneventful, 
although somewhat warmer than anticipated.  We spent a day in Seattle 
with  friends, picked up our vehicle and headed for home the following 
afternoon.  Next year’s GNRHS convention is at Glacier National  Park, 
Montana, for the 100th Anniversary of the park.  Francina and I are really 
looking forward to that trip.

NMRA Websites

7th Division http://pnr.nmra.org/7div

PNR http://pnr.nmra.org
NMRA http://www.nmra.org
NMRA Canada http://www.nmracanada.ca

Bulletin Board

The BULLETIN BOARD is published six times per year as follows:
Submission Mailing
Deadline Date Month
November 15th December 15th Jan/Feb

January 15th February 15th Mar/Apr
March 15th April 15th May/Jun
May 15th June 15th Jul/Aug
July 15th August 15th Sep/Oct
September 15th October 15th Nov/Dec

The BULLETIN BOARD is distributed to all Seventh Division members in 
good standing. Editorial opinions and those stated in articles do not neces-
sarily reflect those of the Seventh Division Standing Committee.

CONTRIBUTIONS of Letters, Articles, Event News, Plans, Photographs 
and Art are encouraged and welcomed and may be sent to the BULLETIN 
BOARD Editor:
ADVERTISING in the BULLETIN BOARD is accepted at the following 
per issue rates: Full Page = $48.00, Half Page = $24.00, Quarter Page = 
$12.00, Business Card = $6.00, 

Artwork should be supplied in the appropriate size. There may be an addi-
tional charge to complete artwork that is not camera ready. Please mail your 
artwork and remittance, payable to the “7th Division PNR/NMRA,” to the 
Editor's address listed above.
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The Author on “Hustle Muscle” at Duluth MN

Duluth Skyline from the Harbour On Lake Superior



 Editor’s Desk

Eric Reynard

The Salmon Arm Model Railroad club is usually on hiatus in the summer 
with no regularly scheduled meetings in July and August but this year we 
are a hive of activity,.  In preparation for display at Northern Lights in Ed-
monton several dedicated club members have undertaken a number of 
renovations and upgrades.  One of the most involved projects is the re-
moval of the operating lift bridge for a complete overhaul by Neil Sutcliffe.  
On that same module we have also removed all of the water as it cracked 
severely in -40C temperatures in Calgary several years ago and no effective 
and unobtrusive repair could be found.  Redoing all the EnviroTex  has 
been a time consuming experience.  In addition all of the electronics and 
wiring are being upgraded on this and several other modules to ensure con-
tinued worry free operation.  Refreshing of scenery is occurring around the 
layout although this seems an almost continuous job.  Many of these 
changes will not be readily apparent to casual observers but it will serve to 
keep the layout fully operational as it passes into its third decade having 

been started in March of 1989. 
Some of the recent additions include scale speed speedometers on both 
mainline tracks, beginning construction of a scale vegetable garden includ-
ing corn and sunflowers and the detailing of the powerhouse including oil 
fired steam turbines. 

Given all the activity on the layout I wish I could say I have been an inte-
gral part of the flurry of activity but I have been regrettably absent from 
many of the work parties.  Retirement and grown children would have their 
advantages but for now I can sit back and admire the work of others and 
report on their progress.  Hope to see you in Edmonton where I can at least 
point out all the effort.

Timetable

Sep 5 (Sat), METALINE FALLS, WA 
NPOV Lions Excursion Train Ride - Labor Day Weekend - $12.00 ages 13 - 64; 
$8.00 ages 2 - 12; $8.00 ages over 64; children under 2 free. Info:- 
www.lionstrainrides.com

Sep 11-13, CALDWELL, ID 
Treasure Valley Train Expo. O'Conner Field House, 2207 Blaine. Noon to 8:00 P.M. 
Friday and Saturday, Noon to 6:00 P.M. Sunday. Admission $5.00 Children 12 and 
under Free. The event will include modular layouts, model contests, vendors and 
clinics. Clubs are encouraged to participate. Vendor tables are available. For further 
information contact Troy Dewey, 208-461-5028 treasurevalleytrainexpo@gmail.com 
1509 Caldwell Blvd. #19, Nampa, Id. 83651

Sep 13, ViICTORIA, BC.

This year's event will be held on Sunday, September 13th, 2009. The venue will be at 
the popularCedar Hill Recreation Centre with the hours from 10:AM to 4:PM.
There will be operating layouts, model contests, and sales of new and used stock.
For  info contact Ted Alexis (250) 595-4070 email  at m_talexis@shaw.ca
Sep 17-19, EDMONTON, AB 
Northern Lights 2009. PNR Regional Convention. Coast Edmonton Plaza 
Hotel. Info:- Mark Johnson, registrar@northernlights2009.ca 
www.northernlights2009.ca
Sep 19-20, EDMONTON, AB 
2009 Great Edmonton Model Train Show, 10 AM - 5 PM, Mayfield Trade Centre, 
16615 - 109 Ave (Mayfield Road). 40,000 sq. ft. of layouts, displays, clinics, dealers 
and LEGO! Info:- www.mmrf.ab.ca

Sep 19-20, RAINIER, OR 
The LK&R Model Railroad Show and Swap Meet Saturday: 10-5 Sunday: 12-5 
Riverside Community Church Gymnasium, 303 3rd Street (behind the Chevron 
station) Admission: $2 or $1 with a can of food. Vendor Tables: $15 each Info:- Dave 
Helton: 503-556-2362; Robert Whiffen: 360-425-0058

Sep 26 (Sat), VANCOUVER, WA 
Southwest Washington Model Railroaders Open House. Many different types of HO 
gauge engines from the small logging area to the Big Boys on the main line. Hours 
are from 10AM to 4 PM Located at 8100 E Mill Plain Blvd in Vancouver, Washing-
ton. One block east of Garrison Square, in the building behind Safe Harbor Nazarene 
Church bordering the parking lot off of 82nd Ave. FREE ADMISSION food dona-
tions accepted. Info:- Richard Renihan rlrenihan@msn.com 360 892-3410 
www.swwamodelrailroaders.com

Oct 3 (Sat), VANCOUVER, WA 
37th Annual Great Train Swap Meet by the Southwest Washington Model Railroad-
ers. There will be an operating HO Gauge layout of the Columbia Gorge and over 
125 tables with vendors from all over the Northwest. Located at Hudson's Bay High 
School at 1206 E Reserve Street in Vancouver, Washington. It is located just off the 
I-5 Bridge at Exit 1-C on Mill Plain Blvd (east). Hours are from 9:30 AM to 3:30 
PM. Admission for Adults is $4.00, students are $2.00 and children under 6 are free 
with paid adult. Vendor's tables are $14.00 for a 6 foot table, set up at 7:30 AM. 
Info:- Richard Renihan @ rlrenihan@msn.com, www.swwamodelrailroaders.com

Oct 17-18, CHILLIWACK, BC 
Mount Cheam Lions Club Model Railway & Hobby Show, Heritage Park, 44140 
Luckakuck Way. Sat 9am-5pm. Sun 10am-4pm. Info: James Hill, (604) 824-1757, 
Fax: 604-795-5046, qdee@telus.net.
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Vegetable Garden with Sunflowers & Corn

Shuswap Rails 2010 
7th Div. Interior Spring Meet 

2 - 3 & 4 April 2010 
The Prestige Harbourfront Resort 
251 Harbourfront Drive NE, Salmon Arm, BC 

Hosted by: 

Salmon Arm Model Railroad 
Association 

www.salmonarmmodelrailway.com 



Nov 13-16, BURNABY, BC 
TRAINS 2009, 26th Annual 7th Div Fall Meet, Cameron Recreation Center, 9523 
Cameron St. Trains Meet Registrar, P.O. Box 52224, North Vancouver BC V7J 3V5, 
(604) 987-4237 (Registration ONLY), ras1@uniserve.com, Info:- www.bctrains.org.

Nov 14-15, BURNABY, BC 
TRAINS 2008, 27th Annual Public Show, Cameron Recreation Center, 9523 Cam-
eron St. 10am-4pm. Info: - Trains RE: Public Show, P.O. Box 52224, North Vancou-
ver BC V7J 3V5, trains2009@telus.net, www.bctrains.org.

Dec 5 (Sat), RICKREALL, OR 
Railroad Show and Swap Meet - Sponsored by the Willamette Valley Model Railroad 
Club - 10AM-3PM Polk County Fairgrounds Hwy 22 and Hwy 99E, 10 miles west 
of Salem. Adult: $5 Under 12: Free. Over 100 Tables - Kids Layout to operate - All 
scales of trains - Information on local historical societies and clubs. Info:- Judy Mac-
Innes 503-581-6071 macinnej@msn.com

Superintendent’s Report

Gary Hazell

Whew – hot, very hot summer. It has been so hot that most people 
in BC have been staying indoors. Of course the fires in BC have 
been incredible with many evacuations. I don’t think and surely 
hope none of you have been affected. Needless to say my outdoor 
activities have been some what curtailed but the SAMRA group has 
been busy rewiring the layout (5 out of 13 modules have been done) 
and guess who does most of that. The lift bridge is been completely 
rebuilt and we are just waiting for the harbour scene to be com-
pleted (completely stripped down to the plywood, new fibreglass 
matt applied and as of today Aug 7 three coats of Envirotex poured) 
so that it can now be wired. We are slowly changing over all lights 
to LED’s and new Ngineering simulators and special effects. We are 
hoping to have all this done in time for Edmonton.

Scratchbuilt Steam Turbines for Power House

Speaking of the Edmonton PNR meet in Sept. there sure does not 
appear to be very many coming from the 7th Div. The meet is split 
in 2 with the PNR Northern Lights Conference taking place Sept 16 
– 19 (board meeting Sept 15) at the Coast Hotel 10155 -105 St. 1-
800-663-1144 and ask for the NMRA block. The 2009 Great Ed-
monton Model Train show is taking place at the Mayfield Inn Trade 
Centre Sept. 19 & 20th. Reservations can be made at the Mayfield 
Inn 1-800-661-9804 and mention Train Show. All this information 
and more is at www.northerlights2009.ca

And please remember the Interior Spring meet is in Salmon Arm in 
2010 Apr. 2 – 4 and you can down load information at 
www.salmonarmmodelrailway.com There is an extensive spouse 
program on Sat. Apr.3 complete with a 47 passenger bus to visit a 
number of activities. Unfortunately the layouts and vendor displays 
will have to be out in time for the catering to set up for the banquet. 
Layout tours will continue on Sunday the 4th. The meet is taking 
place at the Prestige Harbourfront Resort & Convention Centre 
www.prestigehotelsandresorts.com Phone 1-877-737-8443 and 
ask for Salmon Arm or #7

Membership is down slightly to 312 and I still suspect it is partly 
due to the economy. I think spending what cash you have on Model 
Railroading vs. going out for dinner or on long trips is easier on the 
pocket book and speaking of membership it is only $22.00 Cdn to 
keep your membership current. If you are reading this from some-
one else and interested in more information please email me or Don 
Hillman, Canadian Registrar. We are listed on the page with PNR 
7th Division.

Salmon Under the Bridge

Some very good news, after the passing of Ed Warren, Russ Watson 
has agreed to step in and take over the position of 7th Div AP chair-
man. He will need help in making and recruiting Judged for the AP 
program. If you have or are a judge or interested in learning to 
judge please contact Russ at russwatson@telus.net. Thanks very 
much Russ.

Donna & I are leaving Aug 17 (as you get this) for Newfoundland, 
Nova Scotia and PEI for three weeks. We will be returning Sept 7th. 
I don’t expect to get much railfanning done especially in New-
foundland or PEI but maybe some in Nova Scotia. At least it will 
probably be cooler there.

Hope you all are having a great summer in spite of the heat. Hope to 
see a number of you in Edmonton.
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Executive
SUPERINTENDENT (president)
Gary Hazell   250-835-8628 (Tappen)
Email: comhaven@jetstream.net  250-835-8521 Fax
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT (vice president)
Don Forysyth   250-338-4497 (Courtenay)
Email: d.forsyth@telus.net 
SECRETARY
Tom Carr    604-463-9156 (Maple Ridge)
Email: tajcarr@shaw.ca    
TREASURER
Larry Sebelley   604-858-5717 (Chilliwack)
Email: sebelley@shaw.ca 
DIRECTOR AT LARGE (club rosters and hobby shop listings)
Ken Rutherford   250-724-4698 (Port Alberni)  
  
Email: kj.rutherford@shaw.ca 
PAST PRESIDENT
Scott Calvert   604-939-1849 (Coquitlam)
Email: scottcalvert@shaw.ca 

Appointed Positions:
PUBLICITY COORDINATOR
Dick Sutcliffe    604-467-4301 (Maple Ridge)
Email: ras1@uniserve.com  
7th DIVISION AP CHAIRMAN
Russ Watson   250-992-3452 (Quesnel)
Email: russwatson@telus.net  
VIDEO LIBRARY
Don Gooch   604-272-1623 (Richmond)
Email: dongooch@smartt.com 
BULLETIN BOARD EDITOR
Eric Reynard   250-832-1382 (Salmon Arm)
Email: ereynard@telus.net 
BULLETIN BOARD PRINTING & DISTRIBUTION
Gary Hazell    250-835-8628 (Tappen)
& Bob Gardner MMR  250-832-9883 (Salmon Arm)
Email: comhaven@jetstream.net 
MEMBER AID
Bob Gardner MMR   250-832-9883 (Salmon Arm)
Email: c/o ereynard@telus.net
MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR
Gary Hazell   250-835-8628 (Tappen)
Email: comhaven@jetstream.net 
ROSS HERIOT GOLDEN SPIKE AWARD CORDINATOR
John Green   604-325-6204 (Vancouver)
Email: greenjohnca@yahoo.ca

JACK WORK MEMORIAL TROPHY COORDINATOR
Rene Gourley   604-904-8404 (N. Vancouver)
Email: rene@proto87.org
WEB MASTER
John Zuk    604-984-3232 (N. Vancouver)
Email: jazuk@telus.net

Lower Mainland & Fraser Valley Subdivision
John Moore    emeritus
Email: jegmo@telus.net  604-463-7745 (Maple Ridge)
John Green  Area - Vancouver, Burnaby and Richmond
Email: greenjohnca@yahoo.ca 604-325-6204 (Vancouver)
Brian Clogg  Area - Surrey and Delta
Email: bcclogg@shaw.ca  604-588-2194 (Surrey)
Larry Sebelley    Area - Langley to Hope
Email: sebelley@shaw.ca   604-858-5717 (Chilliwack)
Tom Carr   Area - Tri Cities to Hope

Email: tajcarr@shaw.ca  604-463-9156 (Maple Ridge)
Graham Stokes  Area – North Shore
Email: gkstokes@hotmail.com  604-929-4394 (North Vancouver)

Interior Subdivision
Lynn Falconer   Area - Okanagan including Kamloops
Email: falconer@junction.net   250-558-3608 (Vernon)
Mike Barone  Area - Kootenays
Email: mike_barone@telus.net  250-367-6134 (Fruitvale)
Bill Hood   Area - 100 mile house to Prince George
Email: bhoodpg@shaw.ca   250-563-4779 (Prince George)

Vancouver Island Subdivision
Ken Rutherford   Area - Central and North Island
Email: kj.rutherford@shaw.ca    250-724-4698 (Port Alberni)
Ted Alexis   Area - South Island
Email: m-talexis@shaw.ca    250-595-4070 (Victoria)

NMRA & PNR Officials
NMRA Canada registrar (for membership & renewals)
Don Hillman
Email: registrar@nmracanada.ca 
Western Director NMRA
Ray Deblieck   510-521-9778
Email: RayDBCS@aol.com 
PNR President
Jack Hamilton   360-308-9845
Email:  PNRprez@hq.nmra.org

7th Division Video Library

Please phone, write, or Email to request the tapes you would like to borrow 
and they will be mailed to you prepaid. After use, you are required to mail 
them back 'Proof of Delivery with $100 insurance.' Please keep your return 
postage receipt for tracing purposes in case the tapes are lost in the mail. 
Check your membership expiry date on your Bulletin Board mailing label. If it 
has expired, please renew it now using the instructions above before re-
questing to borrow tapes. The library address is:
7th Division Video Library,  c/o  Don Gooch 604-272-1623 (Richmond)
Email: dongooch@smartt.com
A full list of tapes is published in the September issue of the BULLETIN 
BOARD

NMRA, Pacific Northwest Region, 7th Division
                             Video and DVD Library

    Great Model Railroads    
     1) New England, Berkshire & Western (HO)
     2) Franklin & South Manchester (HO)
     3) South Ridge Lines (HO)
     4) Utah Midland (HO)
     5) M & K Division of B & O (HO)
     6) Hoosac Valley (HO)
     7) Indian Creek Valley (HO)
     8) Granite Mountain (HO)
     9) L & N, Henderson Div. (HO)
     10) Cumberland Valley (N)                   (2)
     11) Virginia & Ohio (HO)
     12) Western Maryland (HO)                   (2)
     13) Stoney Creek & Western (HO)
     14) Allegheny Midland (HO)                  (2)
     15) Yosemite Valley (HO)                    (2)
     16) Toulumne Forks (On3)                    (2)
     17) Cat Mountain & Sante Fe (HO)            (2)
     18) Erie, Deleware Division (HO)            (2)
     19) Coal Belt (HO)                          (2)
     20) Brandywine & Benedictine (HO)           (2)
     21) Western Eclectric (5 layouts)           (2)
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     22) Narrow Guage (Sn3,On3,&3/8n3)           (2)
     23) Western Hoosac Division (HO)            (2)
     24) Franlin & South Manchester (HO)         (2)
     25) New England, Berkshire & Western (HO
     Model Railroads
     M1) Seventh Division Layouts
     M2) Cutting scale lumber
     M3) Introduction to English Garden Railways
     M4) Model Magic - part 1 & 2
     M5) Sierra Pacific Lines
     M6) Airbrush Painting, weathering & decaling plastic cars
     M7) Airbrushing (MR)
     M8) Building model railroad scenery (MR)
     M9) Building reliable model railroad track (MR)
     M10) Weathering model railroads - Malcolm Furlow
     M11) Rocks and basic scenery made easy
     M12) Woodland Scenics - The Clinic
     M13) Great outdoor raiways
     M14) Model Railroader presents Scenery made easy
     M15) Wiring for Command Control
     M16) Model Railroads in Action
     M17) Trains 2000 & 2002
     M18) Trains 2003 & Pumpkin Trains
     M19) Model Railroads in Action (1991)
     Prototype Railroads - North American
     P1) Warehouse on wheels
     P2) SD40-2's in the Rockies
     P3) Continental Divide, a winters journey
     P4) Travel the BCR & Rails to Romance
     P5) Mile 63.5, Seaton Recovery
     P6) Parade of Steam, Expo
     P7) 6060, freight to Vancouver
     P8) Snowplow, with CN F7's
     P9 ) VIA F's in the Rockies
     P10) BCR Steam-2860 & 3716
     P11) F Units in winter in Canada
     P12) Diesels of the Union Pacific
     P13) Steam over Sherman
     P14) B.C. Rail
     P15) San Jaun Freight Special 1987
     P16) Pentrex Preveiw, Vol 1 & 2
     P17) This is my railroad - SP 1947 steam
     P18) This is my railroad - SP 1950 diesel
     P19) The Super Chief
     P20) Canadian Double Header Steam
     P21) Colorado's Narrow Guage Railroads
     P22) Southern Pacific - 1941
     P23) From Stump to Ship
     P24) The Gold Rush Line (WP&Y)
     P25) Running a steam locomotive
     P26) Challange - the story of the Rogers Pass   (2)
     P27) Trains Remembered - Vol 1
     P28) Trains Remembered - Vol 2
     P29) Trains Remembered - Vol 3
     P30) Rocky Mountain Steam Power-6060,2860,&3716
     P31) Cotton Belt 819
     P32) Echoes in the Gatineau - 1201
     P33) False Creek Steam Sawmill
     P34) Cass Scenic Railroad
     P35) Last Train across Canada
     P36) Coquihalia by rail,Garibaldi climb, Vancouver waterfront 
     P37) Shays, lumbering & more
     P38) Sacramento Railfare 1991
     P39) Canfor's Englewood Railway
     P40) Around the Horn KVR                        (2)
     P41) CP Rogers, Last Pushers
     P42) Gears in the Woods
     P43) The Complete Westside Story
     P44) X2000, High Speed for America
     P45) Saluda 611 - Deux

     P46) Trains magazine on location, Cajon Pass
     P47) The Best of the West
     P48) The Steam Locomotive
     P49) The Railway Story
     P50) Livingston Rebuild Center
     P51) Better Way for the Santa Fe
     P52) Phantom Express
     P53) Evoltion of the Air Brake
     P54) Opening a New Frontier
     P56) The Railroad Signal
     P56) Rolling the Freight
     P57) The Broadway Limited
     P58) Trains Magazine presents To-days EMD Diesels
     P59) Cumbres & Toltec 1996
     P60) Tour of the M1000
     P61) Southern Pacifics Shasta Division
     P62) The Wisconsin Central
     P63) The rails on Vancouver Island
     P64) Great American Train Rides Vol 1 & 2
     P65) East Kentucky Coal
     P66) From Sea to Sky (BCR) 
     P67) Canada's Canyon Route
     P68) CN/CP Steam on the Move 1959
     P69) Triple Heading to the Spiral Tunnels
     P70) The Final Chapter CP steam in Ontario
     Prototype Railroads World
     W1) The Other Poland
     W2) The Slow Train to Olimpia
     W3) Journey to the Land Beyond the Mountains
     W4) SL (Japan)
     W5) Steam in Britain
     W6) Keightly and Worth Valley Railway
     W7) Festiniog Railway
     W8) Trains around Britain
     W9) Raiway Wonders of the World
     W10) Steam to the Border (E. Germany)
     DVD's
     Model
     Prototype
     DP1) World Class Trains - The Royal Canadian Pacific
     DP2) World Class Trains - The Rocky Mountaineer
     DP3) World Class Trains - The American Orient Expres

North Fraser Report

Tom Carr

July 2009
Summer has arrived, and a signboard on a church near our home summed 
up  our mid-summer heat wave by stating “God is asking forgiveness for 
January.”

The TraiNgang reports that their annual  summer barbecue held at  Confed-
eration Park on July 11th  was a big success, the 30+  people who attended 
enjoyed great  food, good friends and a beautiful summer evening, as al-
ways the train rides were a hit with everyone.  The TraiNgang thanks the 
BC Society of Model Engineers for the use of their facilities for this event.  
The next  show on the TraiNgang’s busy schedule is their annual  Labour 
Day weekend show at Burnaby Heritage Village.

The Dewdney Alouette Railway Society (DARS) reports that  they are hard 
at work with track cleaning and other maintenance chores.  The FreeMo 
Group is still  taking a hiatus from construction  for now.  Society members 
participated in Maple Ridge Heritage Day at Memorial Peace Park on 
August  1st, the historical society had two 20’x20’ display tents set up.  The 
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Maple Ridge Museum, which houses DARS is on summer hours until the 
end of August, open 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM, Wednesday through Sunday.

The Maple Ridge Model Railroad Club is the only club in my area that 
meets every week.  They are a very friendly group, and attract  members 
from well beyond the Maple Ridge – Pitt Meadows area.  While their lay-
out is HO, the club has members who model in N, O and G scales as well; 
all you need to join is an interest in model  railroading.  It also helps if you 
like cake, whenever a club member has a birthday they have a cake and 
even sing “Happy Birthday” to the lucky guy or girl.

I invite all model railroaders in the North Fraser area to send me news, 
photos and updates on their activities.  I’m always looking for something 
interesting for this column, so you have a fairly good chance of being in-
cluded.  Digital submissions only please, I can be contacted at 
tajcarr@shaw.ca. 

Norther Lights 2009

PNR Regional Convention

Edmontaon AB Sept 17-19

Rod Badmington

It's less than a month til PNR's annual Convention begins in Edmon-
ton, Alberta. Many new activities have been added to the program 
since the last report. Over 90 people have pre-registered to partici-
pate, from every Division of the PNR. The 7th division has a large 
contingent that has already registered, but the number is still a small 
percentage of the total membership. With the 49th parallel becoming 
a little more onerous to cross, Northern Lights 2009 may be the last 
chance for a few years for Canadians to attend a Regional Conven-
tion without having to talk to a customs agent. The Convention 
Committee sends a special invitation to join us on the other side of 
the Rockies for some fabulous model railroad fun!

 

In past reports I described some of the highlights of the convention 
including the Banquet Speaker, a few of the layouts, the tour of the 
Alberta Railway Museum, and the evening barbeque and reception 
at Fort Edmonton Park.

 

Among my favourite activities at any model railroad convention are 
the prototype tours. These give the average modeler a chance to get 
into places they might never otherwise see, such as big industries or 
railroad maintenance shops. If these appeal to you too, then you 
won't want to miss the bus to Lehigh Inland Cement on Thursday 
morning. This guided tour will show you how they make cement at 
the plant in northwest Edmonton. This is a very rail oriented opera-
tion, with the raw limestone arriving on unit trains from the Ca-
domin quarry over 340 kilometres away, and product leaving every 
day in covered hoppers.
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Helen Rankin blows out the candle on her birthday cake 

at the August 4th meeting of 

the Maple Ridge Model Railroad Club.

The Crickinback Inn is one of the scenic fea-

tures of the HO scale Monashee Pacific 

Railway. You can sign up to participate in an 

operating session on the MPR, or learn how 

members have made over 12,000 trees at Mike 

Noble's scenery clinics

1. Jim Rankin takes a test run at the Maple Ridge 

Model Railroad Club during their Tuesday, 

August 4th meeting



 

Another tour is set for Edmonton's newly expanded Light Rail Tran-
sit shops on Friday at noon. Something different here is that you will 
travel to the shops on the LRT itself, then go behind the scenes to get 
an up-close look at the cars and how they are maintained.  Edmon-
ton's LRT system is extending rapidly with a number of new cars 
going into service around the time of our visit.

 Several more clinics have been added to the program to bring the 
total to 20. We are very pleased to announce that Ken Goslett, Asso-
ciate Editor of Railroad Model Craftsman, will be presenting two 
different clinics at Northern Lights 2009. Ken is a very entertaining 
speaker, as well as an accomplished photographer and rail historian. 
His presentations will be of particular interest to Canadian mod-
elers. The first is on the GS Gondola in Canada, describing the 
dumping gondola, once a very common freight car. His other clinic 
is a photo journey on Alberta Railnet - a modern northwestern Al-

berta shortline with a brief but colourful existence.

 

Another special presentation will be given by Tom Price on Cana-
dian Pacific's snow plows and how they are used. If you are inter-
ested in building a model, you may even come away with a copy of 
the actual CP plans. Clinics by many others will appeal to the opera-
tions enthusiasts, model builders, historians, and those that are 
building layouts. We will also make a room available for impromptu 
discussion forums, where attendees with similar interests can get 
together to explore topics and exchange ideas on operations, DCC, 
cataloguing your photo collection, weathering, or anything else.

 

More layouts are being added to the Layout Tour program. I per-
sonally find that I learn something new at every layout I visit, 
whether it is a scenery tip, a new operating idea, or a layout design 
trick. The tour will be self-guided, with very detailed maps available 
for all delegates, We will also help to facilitate carpooling, which is a 
great way to meet some new friends as you travel around to the 
layouts.

 

If you haven't decided to pre-register, you are certainly welcome to 
register at the Convention venue when you get to Edmonton. The 
registration desk will be open at the Coast Edmonton Plaza Hotel 
starting at 5 pm on Wednesday September 16th. However, pre-
registering gives you a better chance of getting onto the prototype 
tours, as well as giving you an entry in the early-bird draw for a pair 
of InterMountain FP-9's.

 

If you have never been to Edmonton, or haven't visited for awhile, 
you will find a modern city of over a million people, with plenty of 
exciting places to explore. There is definitely something for every-
one, ranging from museums, shopping, professional sports, outdoor 
recreation, and sightseeing. For a taste of what awaits you, please 
visit http://www.discoveredmonton.com/. There are many things 
near the convention to keep the non-rails busy including a Spa at the 
hotel and a free shuttle to numerous attractions, malls, and muse-
ums. A complete list is on the "Attractions en-route" page of the 
convention website: www.northernlights2009.ca. If you travel by 
road to Edmonton, you will find even more to discover, so check out 
http://www1.travelalberta.com/en-ab/.

 

Whether you pre-register or sign up at the convention, please make 
sure you arrive early. Activities start right at 9 o'clock Thursday 
morning with the Lehigh Inland Cement tour and the first of the 
many different clinics. The registration desk will open at 8 am. The 
complete convention schedule is on the website at 
http://www.northernlights2009.ca/schedule.shtml and any 
changes are posted promptly. If this still isn't enough, don't forget 
that the Great Edmonton Train Show is on at the Mayfield Conven-
tion Centre Saturday and Sunday too.

 

It is the Convention Committee's goal to offer you more activities 
than you can fit into your schedule. But whatever you choose to do, 
please make sure you leave some time to renew acquaintances and 
make some new friends. After all, isn't that what it's all about?
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Tom Price's clinic entitled "Snow Job" will let you in on what 

happens when a 90 year old snow plow hits a 30 foot high ava-

lanche

A two car LRT train crosses the North Saskatchewan River 

beside the 96 year old High Level Bridge. A streetcar runs on 

the top of the big bridge on weekends, connecting downtown 

Edmonton to the Strathcona Market shopping area.
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Northern Lights 2009
PNR Regional Convention

Edmonton, AB
September 17-19, 2009

www.northernlights2009.ca

Registrant Information: (one form per registrant, please)

Name:  

Name for Badge:  

NMRA#:  

Street Address:
 

City:  

Province or State:  Postal/Zip Code:  

Phone (with area code):  

Email:  

Preferred contact: Postal  Email

Item QTY. Each Amount

Registration (after June 1, 2009)
(includes clinics, layout tours, contests, auction, operating session)

 $119  

Non-NMRA member add  $10  

Spouse/Youth (under 18)  $50  

Thursday Tour - Lehigh Inland Cement (by bus)  $8  

Thursday BBQ  $15  

Friday Tour - LRT Shops (by LRT)  $6  

Saturday Tour - APRA Railroad Museum (by bus)  $15  

Saturday Banquet & Speaker  $35  

Total:    

Please make cheques payable to "Northern Lights 2009"

Mail to:
Mark Johnson
Registrar, Northern Lights 2009
11428 - 77 Avenue
Edmonton, AB T6G 0L8
registrar@northernlights2009.ca
780-436-2480

Hotel information:
The Coast Edmonton Plaza Hotel
Downtown Edmonton
10155 - 105 Street
Edmonton, AB T5J 1E2
For reservations call: 1-800-663-1144
GROUP code: CEP-GFC6629


